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Stanford
I felt so welcomed by the Indigenous students at the Native American Centre, and by Ayodele. Her
presentation on applying to Grad School was everything a presentation should be – straight to the point,
well delivered and so relevant. She is an inspiring woman, she is excellent at her job and an absolute
queen! I loved meeting her.
Although the course (Community Health and Prevention Research, nicknamed “Chipper”) was perfectly
in line with what I want to study, I cannot see myself studying at Stanford. I did not feel as if I belonged
at such a wealthy, prestigious institution. Although the students are diverse, the institution itself and
its surrounding neighborhood seemed extremely wealthy and I did not feel as if I would ever fit in.

Berkeley
The welcoming nature of the first nations students really made me feel at home at Berkeley. The campus
has much more atmosphere, is much more diverse (in social class) and the course itself (Master of Public
Health) is very relevant to me, in that you can “Major” in your Masters in a certain area (for me it would
be Health and Social Behaviour). I really want to study here next year – something which I did not
anticipate prior to coming to the USA, I had really been set on the UK!
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Harvard
The talk by the lovely Irish woman at the Harvard University Native American Program panel inspired
me to think of fieldwork and of women making a difference. The more I thought about my study goals
later, I realised that I want to learn more about qualitative research methods, as there have been some
very successful studies at my workplace which utilize these methods [...] However, I want to learn more
qualitative techniques.
I am sorry I ever doubted myself (or my ability to work with my mob) and understand that Harvard
might not be the right fit for me right now and that’s okay. I am so happy and proud to say I visited
Harvard. I hope one day in my career I can return there as a student, but it’s definitely not for me right now!

Columbia
I was extremely excited to visit Columbia university, primarily because the course structure was very much
in line with what I wanted to research – that is, the effects that poverty and inequality have on health
outcomes. Fortunately, my expectations were met and I was happy and relieved to find that Columbia
felt like the best “fit” for me so far.

I felt like I would be a good fit for the Accelerated MPH (for people who are already health professionals)
and for the first time in my life I had shaken the “imposter” syndrome that follows myself and my peers.
In particular, Columbia University partners with the National Centre for Child Poverty which does
incredible work with minorities in the Bronx and there is some serious overlap with what I do at the
Victorian Aboriginal Health Service.

Cambridge
Given I want to study a one-year applied masters by coursework, these prestigious institutions might
not be the right fit for what I want to do right now. However, I know that I want to do a PhD in
psychology one day and consider future post-doc positions in population health – this is when
somewhere like Cambridge might suit me.
My views on Cambridge changed when I toured Murray Edwards College. Nicola was incredibly
approachable, warm and friendly and the atmosphere of the College was incredibly inspiring and
empowering. A women’s-only College, I personally loved the architecture of the place and the art
everywhere which was all produced by female artists. Furthermore, the environmentally friendly
feeling of the place and the gardens meant that I felt so much more at home.
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London School of Economics
My favourite part of the UK leg of the tour would have to be my meeting at LSE. I felt so welcomed
(Cath Baldwin even arranged for a current student to take me on a tour of the campus) and I could really
see myself studying there. I am interested in social determinants of health and mental health’s
contribution to overall health. Being a much more diverse campus located in the heart of London, the
research interests of LSE are much more in line with my own.

Oxford
I was most excited to visit Oxford of all of the universities. The history of the place, along with the
groundbreaking work that the university has done had me incredibly excited. I could definitely see
myself studying at Oxford in the future. However, the MSc in Global Health at Oxford is unfortunately
not the best course for me. The course itself focuses less on applied knowledge and instead trains
epidemiologists and statisticians.
My academic meeting with Professor Hubert Lam was incredibly helpful. He spoke the entire time, and
I filled three full pages of notes.

Ruby Warber in Times Square, New York
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The Aurora Indigenous Scholars International Study Tour is supported by the Australian Government
Department of Education and Training.

The 2016 Aurora Study Tour would not have been possible without the visionary support of Tim and
Sally Sims, and the additional generous support of the following:

Universities

Colleges

Australian Catholic University

Christ’s College, Cambridge

Australian National University

Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge

Charles Darwin University

Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge

Griffith University

Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

Harvard University

St Catharine’s College, Cambridge

Queensland University of Technology

Trinity College, Cambridge

Stanford University

Wolfson College, Cambridge

University of Adelaide

Balliol College, Oxford

University of California – Berkeley

Corpus Christi College, Oxford

University of Melbourne

Exeter College, Oxford

University of Technology, Sydney

Green Templeton College, Oxford

University of the Sunshine Coast

Jesus College, Oxford
Keble College, Oxford

Trusts, Foundations and Other Organisations

St John’s College, Oxford

Cape York Partnership

Rhodes House, Oxford

Charlie Perkins Scholarship Trust
Katrina Dawson Foundation

Individual Supporters

Minerals Council of Australia

Mark Carnegie

Nous Group

Rory O’Brien
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